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DBS(StlPIION:

BEFORE 'IHE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

EQUITABLE RESOURCES ENERGY COMPANY,
a West Virginia Corporatioa

MODHqCATION OF VIRGINIA OIL AND GAS
CONSERVATION BOARD (herein "OGQP)
ORDER NO. 9419ENTERED MARCH 20, 1989 AS
SUBSEQUENILY MODHqED BYVEIGNJA GAS
AND OE. BOARD (herein "VGOB")ORDER NO.
93O3164348 ENIERED OCIOBER 23, 1993aad
93%31&034801HEARD SEPIEMBER 17, 1996
(herein colhctiMy "Nore Coal Bed Gas Fiehl
Ihles" or "Nore Order")

NORA COALBED GAS FIELD OF DICKENSON,
WISE, RUSSELL AND BUCHANAN COUNTIES,
VIRGINIA tberrdu "Nore Pish'
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) $941264)00941
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)
)
)
)
)
)
)

REPORT OP THE BOARD
FINDINGS AND ORDER

1. Hearten Dais and Place; This matter aune on for bearing hague tbe Virginia Gas and Oil Board (benin
"BoanF) at 9:00 am. oa Cptcmbcr 17, 1996, Dhdouusm Osdebenm Room, Southwem Virginia 4-H Cssncr,
Abingdoa, Vuginia

2. Auumrarusur James E Kaiser of Hunter, Smith 4 Davis appeared for tbe Appliauit; and Samha B.
Riggs,~Attoituy General, was preseat to advise the BoanL

3. JmisdtcSoa and Notice; Punauurt to Va Code SS 45.1-361.1~ and in priicula Va Code
545.1.36L20, the Boanl End that it bas j 'sdiction over tbe subject matter. Based upoa Appliamt's
rape ee'o tbe Boenl, the Board Ends that the Applicant has gives notice of its application as requhed by
VastCodc %5 45.1-361.19and 45.1-361.20.

4. Rotter~ Applham sachs to moddJJ tbe Nore Coal Bcd Gas Fiehl Rules to pmvide that thc
Virginia Gas ead OII Inspector (herein inslxctoP) may oonshbu aad gnat locatioa except'n a caso4ry~
basis ger pmposcd coalbcd methane gas wells drilled ia tbe Nore FiehL

5. Rchsf Gumtrst Tbe equestsd reRef in this cause be and hereby is gmnted, and pursuant to Vn Code
545.1-361.20tbe Nota Coal Bed Gas Field Rules aie modiged and amended by adding tbe fogoedng pmvisioa:

Upon a Sling with tbe nspector of an application which meets tbc requhrsnents of 5 6 of 4
VAC 25-160M'overning applications to the Board for csccpticns io minimum weg spacing
requhernents of Vn Code 45.1-361.17, tbc nespector may oomdder and in the Iaspccto 's

be may gumt an exception to the well hcatioa requhemcets of the Nom Coal Bcd Gas
Field Ibdes for coalhed methane gas wells drBled in tbe Nore Fidd.

'mmerly cited as VR 48045-22.2, Virginia Gas and Oil Baud Regulations



6. Cenchisioa: ~ tbe relief considered in~with tbc tense snd pvisioas set forth in~5 above be and hereby is gnmtcd and 1T IS SO ORDERED.

7. BtbrntveDsrc: This Order shall bc cgbotive as af the dose ofRs evocation

DONE AND EXBCIyIED this~+ day af ddt~-. 1996,by a nutiority of tbe Virginia Gas

CIRrmsn, Beayfk W~-
DONE AND EXECUTED this ~day of r H/~~~96, by Order of this BosnL

STATE OF VIRGMA )
COUNTY OF WISB )

for the Cornrrunnvealth of Virginia, appeared Benny Wampler, bring duly sworn did depose and say that bc is
Chairnum af tbe Virgbda Gss and Oil Board, that bc the same sod wss~to do so.

Susan G. Garrett
Notary Public

My Commision expnes: O7/5I/9S

COUNTY Qp WASIBNGTON )

Achnowledgal aa~day of ~rAS96, prsonsgy begun me a notmy public in and for

Principe Enccutim to tbe Ststf af tbc Virginia Gss and 'omd, that be same snd was sutoized

/~ n ~J~w
Diane J.~
Nosey Public

My ~nneeinn equies 9/3/97
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L Heertns Dsss eed ptecc: This mener came on kr hearing tudbm the Virginia Gas sml Oil Bomd (benin
"BosnF') et 90 am. on eptembsr 17, 1996, Dicbeasou Conference Room, Southwtm Virgkia +II Cauter,
Ahlmedna Vlrghdn

2. ~ laaaE.Kala<lhaea&dtLROwh~S Ih L '~B.
Ittgga, Assstant Attornty General, wes prenmt to advise tbe Board.

3. Jurinltclimi eud Netioe; Pursumu to Va Code SS 45.1-361.1SLBtg„and in pticular Vn Code
545.1.36L20, tbe Board Bnd tbst it has jurisdktkn over tbe subkct matter. Based upoa P~~i's

k ths BosnL tbc Board Buds that tbe Appgceat bss gives notice of hs~ss retpdrcd by
Vn Cods SS 45.1-36I.19and 45.1-361.20.

4. Rcbsf p~~; Appgcem sachs to modify tbe Nom Coal Bcd Gas Fhdd Buhu to provide that tbc
Virgima Gas aad Oil Inspector (bescia "~uay consider sad gram locethm ~on a caso4ry~
basis Sir pmpoesd coalbed methane gss wells drilkd ia the Nore Fkhl

5. Relief Greuuvb Thc snptmtcd ndkf in this cause be and bweby is granted, aad punauuu to Va Code
545.1-36L20 tbc Nota Coal Bed Gas Piehl Rules ere modiged sud~by sddkg the~provision:

Upon a Sling with tbc Inspectw of an pplicsthm whkh meets tbe repmcmeats of S 6 of 4
VAC 25-16060'pnerning sppicstkns to the Board for xceptiom to minimum well spacing
requirements of Vn Code 45.1-361.17, tbe nsptruor may ocmidcr sml in thc tn~'s

be may grant aa esoeptim to tbe well kcstka cnpdmtnents oftbc Ncaa Coal Bcd Gas
FieM Rules for coalbed methane gss wegs driBed in tbe Nera FkhL

'onaerly sited as VR 48045-22.2, Virginia Ges snd Oil Bomd Regulations



a a ~ue~~ accaawe~esa asa~sa~'
abase be aad hereby is Ssaattd aud fI'S SO OIIDERED.

7. ~Date: 'lbte Order ShaR be SEeettte ae ef the 4e SfRS~
DIKE AND EXBCtyIED this~su day sf d&~-, 1996, by a uugeAP et the Virdhda Gas

aud OR Eeaak

DONE hND EXBCUIED this ~day sf r QI ~~~1)96,by Order ef this Beard.

STME OF VIRGIPRA )
COUNTY OP WISE )

Achuowledded oa this~ sf6~J6rc.~. 1996,CceeaaRy befole tue a eatery PubRC Ia aad
m the C ~Rb af VRShda, ~Eeuuy Wstuider, betaS duly seem dtd dePssu aad say that b is
Chainuausf the VRRhda Gas aad Oil Board, that be tbe same aud was~redo m.

Susaa G. Gamtt
Nouuy PubBc

EMIT OF VIRGDB4 )
amrnOF WRSEDIGTON ) ~

hchaeadsddsd au~day ef 5@5~96,SeeoaaRy behue uu' eatery PubBc ia aad fcr
the r——ua sf VlrRbda, ~Eyuut Va Pubes, bsbtR dtdy sasuu dtd dtP aad eay that »

riueiyal Euesudue to tbe Statf af tbe VRSbda Gas aad Beard, that be ~ eud em tbaatsrd
te duse. /~

Dia» J.Darb)P
Nouuy Public



RICHARD A. COUNTS
ADMlllED IN VA

ELRASETH A. McCIANAHAN
ADMKIED Ei KV. M. VA, AMI D C

JOHN D. MCKRENLS
NIMDED N M

M. JILL MORGAN
ADMIIED M M AND VA

TIMOTHY E. SCOTT
ADMNED IN KV

COUNTS (SL MCCLANAHAN
ATTORNEYS AT IAW

EXECUTIVE PARK PLACE
POST OFFICE BOX 298

8999 E. STOEP DRIVE, SUITE 304
KINGSPORT, TN 37EKSO

Telechofle
Area COde 575

378-ADDD

Tererocler
Area Code 515

378-8887

HAND DELIVERED

February 3, 1989

Mr. Joseph Johnson, Chairman
Virginia Oil and Gas Conservation Board
c/o Mr. Byron T. Fulmer
State Oil and Gas Inspector
Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
Division of Gas and Oil
Post Office Box 1416
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

RECEIVD-3
DIVISION OF

GAS & OIL

',c

M C'7'
II I

'h'E,'

Re& Spacing Application
Equitable Resources Exploration, Inc.
Dickenson. Wise. Russell. and Buchanan Counties. Virainia
Our Pile No. 1546-MR-017

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Pursuant to testimony offered at the January 26, 1989, hearing on
this matter, we are hereby submitting plats indicating the size
and configuration of drilling units proposed by Equitable
Resources Exploration, Inc. (MEREXd) for the Nora Coalbed Gas
Field. As depicted, each drilling unit is proposed to be a
square having sides 1,600 feet in length. Such drilling units
would be approximately 58.75 acres in size, more or less. The
plate also depict a minimum distance of 300 feet from the outside
boundary of each drilling unit within which coalbed methane wells
should be located.

Two (2) sets of plats are being submitted with this letter. One
set shows drilling units around EREX Well No. PC-1, while the
other set shows drilling units in the area around EREX Wells No.
PC-101 and PC-102. These two areas have been uniformly spaced so



Mr. Joseph Johnson
February 3, 1989
Page 2

that an extension of the approximate 58.75-acre grid from one
area to the other will mesh. Seven (7) copies of each of theplate are hereby submitted.

Please let me know should you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

A~
Richard A. Counts

RAC:sks

Enclosures

cc: Dr. Robert Whisonant
Mr. Russell Wayland
Mr. Benny Wampler
Mr. James Bunn
Byron T. Fulmer
A. George Mason, Jr., Esquire

[letters:johnson.017]


